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From the chair: JUST HOW LAID BACK CAN WE GET? 

Guard dog, Gamekeepers asset, spoilt brat etc. ς life is certainly good! 

                

                 

                                                                           

 



                                                                                ***************  

AND ON A MORE SERIOUS NOTE! 

The importance of the brindle gene and its penetration variation. 

All the available literature on the Bullmastiff informs breeders about the importance of  using 

the brindle Bullmastiff in long term breeding programmes. Some breeders are adamant that 

there can be no clarity and purity of colour without brindle somewhere in the line, as it is the 

brindle  that is the key to the cosmetic colouring in the dog.  

                

      A clear fawn and a clear fawn brindle both with correct masking & chevrons 

                                                

     A clear red and a clear red brindle both with correct masking & chevrons  

And indeed the early breeders were quick to realise (working on a practical trial and error 

basis?) that when they did incorporate brindle  into their long term breeding programmes, the 

dirty smudging  seen regularly between the clear colours, disappeared from their stock and the 

mask on the muzzle was clearer.  

What they perhaps did not know was the genetics involved in the inheritance of the mask and 

the brindle coat in the Bullmastiff. 



There are actually two kinds of brindle Bullmastiffs. There is what is called a true or pure 

brindle with the genetic code of    e
br 

e
br      & what is called a brindle with a masking gene, which 

carries the genetic code of Em ebr. 

It is not always possible to visibly tell the difference between the two as the brindle colouring of 

the dog sometimes obscures the masked portions of the muzzle, but the difference can be seen 

clearly in the red and fawn coloured dogs that also normally carry this masking gene. 

Occasionally there are dogs that do not carry this masking gene, or the mask is a poor one. This 

can be seen especially in the clear colours. As the Breed Standard calls for specifications in 
respect of the mask, dogs that are deficient in this quality will not readily be displayed in the 

breed show ring and knowledgeable breeders will probably not breed with such stock unless 

they have other positive qualities. This could explain why we see so few of them. 

                                        

Two brindles with poor masking ς only the area  around the nose is masked. 

            

Brindle, fawn and red with correct masking 

Apart from expensive blood tests, a way to positively determine the one brindle from the other 

is to mate that particular brindle to a clear colour and the colours of the offspring will provide 

the answer. If the dog is a true brindle, all the puppies will be brindle regardless of the colour of 

the other dog. 

 


