
                               

      NOVEMBER 2016   NEWS LETTER 

           From the Chair: Will the real Bullmastiff please stand up! 

                              Is this about taking the standard to the dog or the dog to the standard? 

We all know that the Breed Standard is designed to protect the integrity of the breed and its heritage. It 

is however interpreted differently by people. Some as to how they think it should be, some to what they 

are breeding and would like it to be and some in a totally objective manner. 

Judges when picking a winner are always aware that they have an influence on the progress of the 

breed. Therefore, they should do their utmost to choose the best representative of the breed in front of 

them. If they fail in this regard it can be catastrophic for the breed and perhaps for their reputations as 

well! 

Featured below is a small selection of top winning quality dogs from around the world 

                                               USA  2015                                                    RSA  2016 

                                  

                                          

                                       Luxemburg    2016                               Australia 2016 



 

                                 

                                                                                   Russian Federation 

Same phenotype? different styles? Are they that different? All excellent examples of the breed. 

                                                                SOME FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

                                         

                            3 CHALLENGE CERTIFICATES                     KUSA CHAMPION 

                                                      

                                                       YOU DECIDE! 

                               Presented here are some problems in the breed that need to be addressed 

Nose rolls, short noses (a reversion to the Bulldog heritage) and small nostrils are a huge problem in the 

breed. YŜŜǇ ƛƴ ƳƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƎ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ōǊŜŀǘƘ ŜǾŜƴƭȅ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƭŀǘŎƘŜŘ ƻƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƻŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ ŀǊƳ ŀƴŘ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

correct anatomy to allow him to do this ς a square strong muzzle with open nostrils and a firm 

alignment to his mouth is required. 

                 

                                                      Correct nostrils?  Which would be your choice? 



 

     

     Zeus of Olympus demonstrates WHY the nostrils should be large and open and the flews neat   

 

                  

Point of ear to be level with eye? Why did they have to be small? - Flews not pendulous? Why not? -  

Nose broad, flat neither pointed nor turned up & no nose roll? 

                                            AND FROM THE SIDE VIEW 

                                                  

MUZZLE LENGTH PROPORTIONAL TO SIZE OF HEAD / NOSE ROLL / MUZZLE TOO LONG  

HEAD SHAPES 

Round & apple heads vs square heads ς bad heads vs excellent heads 

The Breed Standard is specific in its head description, in short ς large and square - a square block (the 

muzzle) on a square block (the head) *  



        

      

Here is a small selection ς one head / muzzle is outstandingJ 

YOU DECIDE! 

                                                                   AND WHAT HAVE WE HERE? 

                                        

This dog is registered with the Kennel Union of Southern Africa as a Bullmastiff - І .WлΦΧΦ ΗΗ  No joke! 

                                                IS THIS A FAIT ACCOMPLI ? 

¶ Both the FCI & UK KC country of origin have altered the Bullmastiff Breed Standard regarding 

the HEAD & SKULL. The powerful ǿƻǊŘǎ άŎƛǊŎǳƳŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǎƪǳƭƭ Ƴŀȅ Ŝǉǳŀƭ ƘŜƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ŘƻƎ 

ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊέ have been ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ά{ƪǳƭƭ ōǊƻŀŘ ϧ ŘŜŜǇ ǿƛǘƘ 

ǿŜƭƭ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ŎƘŜŜƪǎέΦ ¢ƘŜ /./ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ŀƴ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ W.C. Provincial Council  



against the change as the head of the Bullmastiff is its HALLMARK and must never be allowed 

to deteriorate to anything else but that.( E-mail sent to Breeders and exhibitors 5 November.)  

¶ wŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 9!w{ Υ άǾ-ǎƘŀǇŜŘΣ ŦƻƭŘŜŘ ōŀŎƪέ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƻ άŦƻǊǿŀǊŘέ  ŀƴŘ  

¶ Under C!¦[¢{Υ ΧΧΦέŜŦŦŜŎǘ ƻƴ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ϧ ǿŜƭŦŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƎ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƎΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳ 

ƛǘǎ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǿƻǊƪέ    ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀŘŘŜŘΦ 

¶ All Bullmastiff Fanciers and Breeders to take note please  - further information following the 

FEDCO meeting in December.  

ANOTHEw twh.[9aΥ άSome dogs have too much wrinkleέ - Gordon Smith Figor Bullmastiffs 

 

                                   

              Fair wrinkle when alert!    ΧΧΦΦ                                      Could this stifle / hock angulation 

          produce a powerful rear drive?     

                                        



                               

Does your Bullmastiff gait like this? Plumb line nose to toe and perfect triangles, head and tail to the 

horizontal? Is this the correct gait? Would it be acceptable if the head dropped to just below horizontal? 

You decide! 

Photo Norma@visualconcepts.co.za   

 The height and weight have long been a controversy although both are specified in the Breed Standard. 

When a dog has all the requirements necessary for an accolade but is either too big or small in size and 

weight then the Judge should invoke the last paragraph: FAULTS - Any departure from the foregoing 

points should be considered a fault and the seriousness with which the fault should be regarded should 

be in exact proportion to its degree and its effect on the health and welfare of the dog. 

                                **********************************************************  

 

FIRST NOTICE OF INTENTION TO HOLD THE 6TH AGM OF THE CAPE 

BULLMASTIFF CLUB 

The 6th AGM of the Cape Bullmastiff Club will be held on Saturday the 28TH January 2017 at 10h00 in the 

Dutch Reformed Church Hall Briza, Somerset West.  

Any member who wishes to propose an item for the agenda should do so in writing and submit it to 

info@capebullmastiffclub.co.za before the 10th January 2017. The Agenda will be distributed directly 

after final compilation. Only items on the Agenda will be discussed at the AGM and only paid up 

members may propose an item & receive the Agenda. The minutes will follow.  

AS the Committee has a two-year mandate there will be no voting. There are however positions on the 

Committee that are vacant and anyone who may wish to serve on the Committee can inform the 

Chairlady and this will be discussed at the Committee meeting on the 15th January 2017. 

Members are reminded that the 2017 membership fees are now payable. They remain at an annual 

amount of R120 and R75 for pensioners. 

mailto:Norma@visualconcepts.co.za
mailto:info@capebullmastiffclub.co.za

