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From the Chair: 

 

 

CONTINUING THE EVALUATION OF THE OFFICIAL 

BREED STANDARD OF THE KENNEL UNION OF 

SOUTHERN AFRICA 

 

 BULLMASTIFF  
 

 The eyes 

 

Dark or hazel, of medium size, set apart the width of the muzzle with furrow between. 

Light or yellow eyes highly undesirable. 

 

As the dog had to avoid detection from the moon beams reflecting off its eyes 

in the night, the darker they were, the better. The size should be in proportion to the 

head, keeping in mind that an abnormally large eye would be more susceptible to 

injury.  

The shape of the eye is not mentioned in the KUSA Breed Standard but all the 

experts agree that they should be almond shaped with firm dark eyelids. Droopy or 

loose eyelids can be indicative of eye problems such as ectropion & ‘pagoda eyes’ 

and allow for debris collection.  

 The position of the eyes, slightly to the sides of the head was deliberate, so 

that if the poacher clobbered one eye the dogs other eye would suffice. 

 

          
  

  



 

             
 

 

   
 

Are these eye shapes, colouring & settings acceptable? Are the crown lines 

acceptable? You decide! 

 

The ears: 
 V-shaped, folded back, set on wide and high, level of occiput giving square 

appearance to skull which is most important. Small and deeper in colour than body. 

Point of ear level with eye when alert. Rose ears highly undesirable.  

 

The ears should be small to avoid them being grabbed and used as leverage. 

The set on – wide and high- enabled the Gamekeeper to place his hand between the 

ears and hence feel the changes in the dog’s attitude – wrinkle when alert and nil in 

repose -without any sounds being made. A Bullmastiff with a forehead full of 

permanent wrinkle is a reversion to the Bulldog and not desirable. 

I think ‘folded back’ could be altered to ‘a V shaped ear folded forward with 

the crease level with the crown line when alert, and with the inner edge lying close to 

the cheek. There should be a slightly rounded tip which should be level with the outer 

edge of the eye when alert’. 

 No irregularities are desired and this includes the rose ear – again a reversion 

to the Bulldog – and any unwanted folds in the cartilaginous lobes of the outer ear. 

Care should be taken to keep the ears the correct length and to not let them 

become too long which would be a reversion to the Mastiff and highly undesirable. 

Terrier type ears are also a cause for concern as they detract from the smooth 

& desired ear set. 

 

          
 

     Undesirable ear set & eye colour and shape.           Are these ears the correct shape & length? 
                  True ‘dry head’  

 



  
 

 

          
 
                             Are these ears correct – or not? You decide! 

The Mouth 

 

Level desired but slightly undershot allowed but not preferred. Canine teeth 

large and set wide apart, other teeth strong, even and well placed. 

 

 A good bite was desired to enable the dog to hold his prey. If the canines are 

therefore set wide apart, the muzzle width would obviously correspond. This 

important fact is much neglected and all too often Judges award dogs with level 

incisors but with a narrow jaw and hence setting of teeth, which are often crammed 

into the mouth and poorly supported. Breeders and Judges should also be aware of the 

reversion to Bulldog tendency where the bottom jaw is starting to curve upwards. This 

produces a ‘cup’ formation for the bottom teeth & is not desirable. A full complement 

of 42 teeth would be correct but is not mentioned in the KUSA Breed Standard. 

There is also the interpretation of the word ‘slightly’. The Canadian Breed 

Standard classes anything more than ¼ inch (imperial measurement) or just less than a 

centimetre (metric) undershot as a serious fault. I think this is a good guideline to 

follow. 

 

                  
 

               Undesirable                     Desirable 



                     
 

                                         Wry mouth – highly undesirable                                      

                                 ******                                                         

 



     

 
 

 

All rights reserved.  

Nicky Robertson 2015 

 

To be continued 

 

 



THE NAME OF THE GAME 

 

 
BE IMAGINATIVE WHEN NAMING PUPPIES 

 
And now for a bit of harmless nonsense – since human parents are now naming 

their offspring with out of the ordinary names such as Autumn, Sunday, Rose, 

Paris, North, Bluebell and so on - here are some  ideas for unusual doggy 

names…………  

 

 

FOREIGN & ROMANTIC 

               Astra  - Latin for stars                          

 

               Amaroo             - Aborigine 

               Alors  - French  

               Amore             - Italian 

               Atticus             - A stunning Bullmastiff              

 

LITERATURE & ART 

               Bilbo Baggins         - One of JR Tolkien’s hobbits 

               Browning             - the poet 

   Barraud - The artist of the painting ‘His Master’s Voice’                         

 
               Byron                      - the poet 

               Boatswain             - his dog’s name 

 
HISTORICAL NAMES 

              Caesar    - A Roman Emperor 

Casca                        - A Roman soldier or a brindle stud                    

 



             Cleopatra                - The queen of Egypt 

             Clinton               - An American President 

 

UNUSUAL 

              Don’t do that 

              Dammit 

              Digby 

 

TRANSPORTATION 

 

Electra glide in blue   - the ultimate bike or rider  

(Bernhard – take note☺☺☺☺) 

 

En nog twintig            - The ultimate SA taxi      

 

               Elantra   - Try it! 

               ETA               - Estimated Time of Arrival 

 

HOLIDAY DESTINATIONS 

 

               Far North 

               Fiji 

               Fort Knox 

 

                Free State in Afrikaans                     

 

FASHION 

 

                 Gucci                    - we all know Gucci & Gabana 

                 Gabana 

                 Gitano  - a brand of clothing 

 



BEAUTY 

 

    Helen - The one whose face launched a thousand ships – not the DA ☺☺☺☺ 

 

                                                 
 

                 Helena  - Paint & powder 

                 Helena  - Character in ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’ 

                 Him  - The name of LBJ’s beagle (all dogs are things of 

beauty) 

     
 

POLITICAL 

 

                  Indira  - of India 

                  Ian              - of Rhodesia 

 

PAIRS 

 

Jy & Julle 

Jug & Juice 

Jack & Jill                                        

     ******* 

                                             

The Cape Bullmastiff Club is presenting a Character & Breed 

Assessment for Bullmastiffs (BA) over the weekend 12&13 

September 2015. 

Should you wish your dog to be tested accordingly please contact the 

Chair at info@capebullmastiffclub.co.za. 



The entrant must be over 18 month of age, be in good health, have 

HD & ED grading’s from a SAVA registered scrutinizer, KUSA 

registration and a positive identification (tattoo or microchip). 

 
NEW MEMBERS 

 

And welcome to our new members - the Bryants from Plettenberg Bay – who 

sent in these lovely photos of their brindle boy 

 

                          
 

Mark Linley from Kloof in KZN 

 

Peter & Jenny Norman who also hail from Kloof in KZN 

 

 

     FUNNIES 
 

 

           
 

 

 

 

 

 



                               AND WHAT HAVE WE HERE? 
 

               
  

The information in this magazine is confined to its members. Statements or opinions 

may be expressed in this communication that is personal to the writers and do not 

necessarily represent the views of the Club 

 

Cape Bullmastiff Club 

Post Net Suite 65 

P/Bag X15 

Somerset West 

7129 

info@capebullmastiffclub.co.za & /or  www.capebullmastiffclub.co.za   

 

KUSA 1151 Est 2011                 

 

                                
 

                                                    Fun in abundance ☺ 

 

SOME TIMES YOU HAVE TO GIVESOME TIMES YOU HAVE TO GIVESOME TIMES YOU HAVE TO GIVESOME TIMES YOU HAVE TO GIVE    UP ON PEOPLE UP ON PEOPLE UP ON PEOPLE UP ON PEOPLE 

––––    NOT BECAUSE YOU DON’T CARE NOT BECAUSE YOU DON’T CARE NOT BECAUSE YOU DON’T CARE NOT BECAUSE YOU DON’T CARE ––––    

                    BUT BECAUSE THEY DON’T!BUT BECAUSE THEY DON’T!BUT BECAUSE THEY DON’T!BUT BECAUSE THEY DON’T!    


